
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
To:  Open Lands Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
From:  Matt Heimel, Special Districts Planner 
Date:  9/29/16 
Re: Shoco Ranch Conservation Easement (CE) Project 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
DATE OF APPLICATION: 1/4/16 (Level 1), 7/26/16 (Level 2), 9/27/16 (Amended Level 2) 
 
MEETING DATES: 1/21/16 (Level one pre-application); 8/22/16 (Site visit); 9/6/16 (Citizens 
Advisory Committee regular public meeting, first meeting on project); 10/4/16 (Citizens 
Advisory Committee regular public meeting, second meeting on project) 
 
PROPERTY OWNER: Sally Shortridge, 3506 Secondary Hwy 435, P.O. Box 333, Augusta, 
MT, 59410 
 
SPONSOR ORGANIZATION: The Montana Land Reliance, 324 Fuller Ave., P.O. Box 355, 
Helena, MT, 59624 
 
PROPERTY LEGAL LOCATION:  

- Parcel I:  
Township 20 North, Range 7 West, P.M.M., Lewis and Clark County, Montana 

  Section 34: SE1/4 
  Section 35: All, LESS SE1/4 south of County Road and LESS NW1/4 north of  

County Road, and LESS a 1.77 acre tract in the NE1/4NE1/4 
- Parcel II: 

Township 20 North, Range 7 West, P.M.M., Lewis and Clark County, Montana 
Section 33: Parcel A of Certificate of Survey No. 3085841 located in the  
N1/2S1/2 

  
GENERAL LOCATION: The property is west of and partly adjacent to Secondary Hwy 435 and 
south of Smith Creek Rd, and is bisected by Smith Creek flowing west to east.  
 
GENERAL PROJECT DETAILS 
 
A) PROPOSAL 

On September 27, 2016, the sponsoring organization submitted an amendment to the 
level two application to update the funding request. Funding for the conservation 
easement of $783,000 is requested from the County (90% of the appraised value, with the 
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addition of project relate costs), proposed to be applied to a 836 acre conservation 
easement on the property. Details of the updated requests are included in the attached 
amended application document.  
 
The original level 2 application requested $810,000.00 (100% of the appraised value of 
the conservation easement) from the County Open Space Bond Fund. 

 
C) PRESENT LAND USE 

The property is currently utilized for livestock grazing and management, agricultural land 
stewardship, irrigated hay/grass/alfalfa meadows, and offers private hunting, fishing, 
hiking, horseback riding, cabin lodging, and recreation reservations.  
  

D) ADJACENT LAND USE 
 North: Rangeland 
 East: Agricultural 
 South: Rangeland 
 West: Rangeland 
 
COMMITTEE OPTIONS 
 
After the project is reviewed according to the project evaluation criteria in the Open Lands 
Program Guide, the CAC may vote on a motion to recommend to the Board of County 
Commissioners that the Shoco Ranch Conservation Easement be processed one of four ways, 
outlined below: 
 

A) Recommendation in favor of project approval with full funding, contingent upon County 
legal staff’s review to confirm the application’s compliance with due diligence 
requirements; 

 
B) Recommendation in favor of project approval with partial funding, contingent upon 

County legal staff’s review to confirm the application’s compliance with due diligence 
requirements;  

 
C) Recommendation in favor of project approval if the Project Sponsor secures additional 

agency funding sources, contingent upon County legal staff’s review to confirm the 
application’s compliance with due diligence requirements; 

 
D) Recommendation against project approval. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

• Shoco Ranch CE Level 2 Application  
• Amended Level 2 Application 
• Shoco Ranch CE Project Maps 
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Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX,
Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community

SHOCO PROPERTY
PROJECT AERIAL PHOTO MAP

Date: June 13, 2016

Aerial Imagery: 2015 National Ag. Imagery Program (NAIP), USDA
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SHOCO RANCH PROPERTY
LOCATION MAP

Date: June 29, 2016

Aerial Imagery: 2013 National Ag. Imagery Program (NAIP), USDA
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