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PUBLIC MEETING
DECEMBER 15, 2011
MINUTES

The Lewis and Clark County Commission Public Meeting was held on Thursday,
December 15, 2011, at 10 a.m. in Commission Chambers Room 330 of the City-County
Building, 316 North Park Avenue, Helena, Montana.

Chairman Derek Brown called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.

Commissioners Mike Murray and Andy Hunthausen were present. Others attending all
or a portion of the meeting included Kelly Blake, Eric Bryson, Katie Jerstad, Keith Hatch,
Audra Zacherl, Rebecca Shaw, Amy Robbins, Carole Bymes, Mark Workman, Jerry
Ridgeway, and Rita Cortright, Recording Secretary. -

Pledge of Alleq_iance. Everyone recited the Pledge.

Consent Action ltems. (Eric Bryson)

a. Resolution 2011-201 Ordering a Refund of Taxes/Fees/Assessments Paid by Glenn
F. & Ruth A. Longsdon in the Amount of $20.45. (Cheryl Green)

b. Cooperative Law Enforcement Agreement Between Lewis & Clark County Sheriff's
Office and USDA Forest Service for Law Enforcement Services at Campgrounds in
the Amount of $13,500. (Tammy Potter)

Eric Bryson reported on the consent agenda and recommended approval.
No public comment was received.

Commissioner Murray moved approval of the consent agenda and authorized the Chair
to sign. Commissioner Hunthausen seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Bid Opening for Purchase of One (1) New Backhoe. (Audra Zacherl)
Audra Zacherl assisted with opening three bids.

1. Titan Machinery, Inc., Great Falls. The bid has been signed. The bid security has
been included. The base bid amount is $97,217.75. The deductive alternate value is
$41,150.00. Net difference, $56,067.75.

2. Tractor & Equipment Company, Great Falls. The bid has been signed. The bid
security has been included. The base bid amount is $107,774.00. The deductive
alternate amount is $31,500.00. Net difference, $76,274.00.

3. RDO Equipment Company of Great Falls. The bid has been signed. The bid security
has been included. The base bid amount is $89,300. The deductive alternate
amount is $35,000.00. Net difference, $54,300.00.

Commissioner Murray moved that staff take the bids under advisement and report back
with a recommendation next Thursday. Commissicner Hunthausen seconded the
motion. The motion carried 3-0.
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Resolution 2011-200. A Resolution of Intention to Create the Lewis & Clark County
Landfill Tipping Fee Rate for Compost Feedstock as Recommended by the Scratch
Gravel Solid Waste District, Beginning January 1, 2012. (Audra Zacherl)

Audra Zacher! presented the staff report. On October 4, the Scratch Gravel Solid
Waste District Board met and approved the creation of a new tipping fee for the
acceptance of compost feedstock at the county landfill. The landfill operations plan on
file with DEQ aliows the county to accept this type of waste and this type of waste may
be used by the landfill in its compost operations. The proposed new tipping fee of $10
per ton accurately reflects the costs associated with accepting and processing the
compost feedstock in the compost operation which is separate from the Class 2 and
Class 4 operations. The public hearing has been scheduled for Thursday, January 5,
2012, at 9 a.m. in this room. Staff recommended that the Commission approve the
resolution and open the comment period.

No public comment was received.

Commissioner Hunthausen moved to approve the resolution as presented by staff and
authorize the Chair to sign. Commissioner Murray seconded the motion. The motion
carried 3-0.

Fredenberg Family Exemption Decision. (Eric Bryson)

Eric Bryson addressed three procedural items for discussion. First, the Commission
was presented with a letter from Mrs. Fredenberg after the hearing which he believes
was a summary of the points that she made in the meeting. Secondly, in that meeting,
the Commission had asked for a copy of an Attorney General's Opinion. Since that was
part of the original record, he distributed copies of the Attorney General Opinion.
Thirdly, after the hearing, Commissioner Brown had asked for more history on the
original tract of record. That information is not relevant to the situation and is outside of
what was incorporated in that record.

Kelly Blake gave an overview of the December 12™ exemption hearing. The Review
Committee denied Mrs. Fredenberg’s request for exemption based on five issues in her
application.

The Commission agreed that Mrs. Fredenberg’'s email correspondence dated
December 14, 2011, memorialized the facts of the hearing and does not contain any
new information. Therefore, Commissioner Murray moved to include the letter into the
public record, it will not influence the Commission’s vote. Commissioner Hunthausen
seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

The Commission and Deputy County Attorney Katie Jerstad discussed the
circumstances for denial and three guiding documents that the commission works with:
the Attorney General’s Opinion, the statute, and the county Subdivision Regulations.



Commissioner Murray moved denial of Judy Fredenberg’s application for a family
transfer. Commissioner Hunthausen seconded.

Commissioner Hunthausen concurred with the review committee’s finding. The property
does not meet the criteria for an exemption division according to Lewis & Clark County
Subdivision Regulations and State Law. The property has been divided and changed
several times over the years without review for impacts on the neighbors and the
community. If the exemption were granted, a total of seven new lots would have been
created by exemption without any review for impacts to the community or to the
neighbors. It is in the community’s best interest to subject land divisions to review
except in those exceptional situations that meet a set of criteria with a preponderance of
evidence to show.

Commissioner Murray agreed with the points made by Commissioner Hunthausen. The
motion carried 2-1. Commissioner Brown voted opposed the motion.

Acceptance of Montana Dept. of Commerce Special Events Grant Program Award to
Lewis & Clark County Fairgrounds in the Amount of $12,500 for the 52™ Annual Last
Chance Stampede & Fair. (Keith Hatch, Fairgrounds Mgr.) '

Keith Hatch introduced Amy Robbins who explained that the grant was awarded to the
Fairgrounds for marketing and promotion of the 52" Annual Last Chance Stampede.

Amy Robbins reported that the Special Events Grants Program is a program through
the Montana Department of Commerce Promotion Division to promote tourism in the
State of Montana for special and annual events.

Ms. Robbins recently received certification for completion of the Institute of Fair
Management with the International Association of Fairs and Expositions.

Public comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is
not on the agenda above. None.

There was no other business, the meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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