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Local Officials Call on Legislature to Fund ‘Critical’ Health Programs

Helena—The Lewis and Clark City-County Board of Health is urging a subcommittee of the 2011 Legislature to “fully fund” several “critical” health programs that have been targeted for potential state budget cuts.

The health board unanimously passed an official resolution at its recent  meeting saying that several funding decisions of the Legislature’s Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services will “detrimentally impact the people of Lewis and Clark County.”

The board specifically called on the Legislature to reconsider cutting the budgets of:

· The Montana Tobacco Use Prevention Program, which board members noted has decreased tobacco use among Montana youth by 46.5 percent and adults by 23.2 percent over the past decade; 
· Big Sky Rx, a statewide program designed to help low-income senior citizens pay for prescription drugs; and
· Family planning, which the board noted helps limit state Medicaid spending on childbirths.

The Board of Health also urged the appropriations subcommittee to accept federal funding to:

·  implement electronic health records into healthcare settings; and
· support the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC).

The health officials specified several negative impacts of the funding cuts, including “needless pain and suffering.” 

“These programs help thousands of residents take personal responsibility for improving and maintaining their health,” said Melanie Reynolds, county health director. “That translates into money saved on crisis health care. Cutting these programs is simply short-sighted.”

A full copy of the resolution is attached.

Members of the Board of Health are Steve Ackerland, Lewis and Clark County Commissioner Derek Brown, Chris Deveny, Peter Donovan, Susan Epstein M.D., Helena Superintendent of Schools Bruce Messinger, Helena Mayor Jim Smith, East Helena Mayor Anthony Strainer, and Ken Wallace.

The Lewis & Clark City-County Health Department’s mission is to improve and protect
 the health of all Lewis & Clark County residents. 
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