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PRESS RELEASE

March 1, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RYAN FIELDS RE-OPENED
On March 11, 2010, Lewis and Clark County and the City-County Health Department closed Field 13 at the Ryan Fields Complex pending further review of preliminary testing data.  While the initial sampling  indicated heightened levels of arsenic and lead throughout the entire complex, levels detected in and around Field 13 were significantly higher than any other area in the complex.  The concentration of arsenic in soils was calculated for Field 13 and determined to be above the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) background level of 40 mg/kg arsenic   Giving due weight to the potential health risks associated with these heightened levels, the decision to close was made pending further analysis of the data.  
On February 25, 2011, Lewis and Clark County and City-County Health Department officials were notified that subsequent testing was completed by DEQ in designated sites to establish natural or ambient background concentrations of arsenic and lead.   
Based on information supplied by youth sport organizations, the potential worst case exposure to contaminated soils on Field 13 was re-evaluated.   DEQ found that youth using Field 13 tended to be older, and to have less frequent exposures than were originally used in DEQ calculations.  Kathy Moore, Environmental Services Administrator for the City-County Health Department stated, “After the additional  analysis, both DEQ and the Health Department agreed that limited, seasonal use of the fields for older youth (10-18) does not present a substantial health risk.”     
The County will continue to work with the Babe Ruth Association, DEQ, and BN to ensure the long term safety of citizens engaging in recreational use of the Ryan Fields Complex, including Field 13.  We are confident that the recreational use of the facility as planned by the Babe Ruth Association will not pose a health risk to participants, spectators, volunteers, or the general public.  “The field will be open for play this year, and we look forward to working with Burlington Northern and the DEQ on ways to improve the overall quality of the Ryan Fields Complex” said Eric Bryson, Chief Administrative Officer.
Contact:  
Kathy Moore, Environmental Services Division Administrator

457-8926 kmoore@co.lewis-clark.mt.us
Eric Bryson, Chief Administrative Officer

447-8311  ebryson@co.lewis-clark.mt.us
