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316 North Park, Room 220
Helena, MT 59623
Telephone: [406] 457-8584





November 14, 2012


Greetings,

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Lake Helena Watershed Group in asking for your support and participation in developing a Watershed Restoration Plan (WRP) for the Lake Helena watershed.  In 2008, the Lake Helena Watershed Group (LHWG) was created by merging Lower Tenmile and Prickly Pear watershed groups to create more effective outreach and project-based opportunities. The mission of the LHWG is to protect, improve, and maintain the watershed and promote voluntary cooperative resource management.  Last year, LHWG and the Water Quality Protection District obtained a Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant that allows us to create a watershed restoration plan. 

The intent of our WRP is to develop and implement a watershed management plan to protect, enhance and maintain surface water quality in the Lake Helena watershed.  Our goal is a science-based, community supported voluntary action plan focusing on strategies that produce the greatest benefits to the residents of the watershed.  We aim to make the watershed a place where people work together to achieve resource management objectives for improved water quality, environmental well-being and economic vitality. 

In 2006, total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for the Lake Helena Watershed Planning Area were developed to address identified water quality problems, as required by state and federal law.  The TMDLs serve as a framework to attain water quality standards for those waters that are considered impaired. Using this information, the LHWG would like to involve watershed stakeholders in identifying and prioritizing water quality improvement activities in a restoration plan and continue the progress in addressing sediment, temperature, metal, and nutrient over-enrichment problems in the streams in the Lake Helena watershed. For your convenience, the following link provides information on the watershed restoration planning process along with TMDL information www.lccountymt.gov/health/water.

The watershed plan offers an opportunity for a collaborative partnership of local, state, federal, and private parties to work together and create a plan that will restore water quality.  The LHWG is requesting and looking forward to your involvement in this process.  You will be contacted soon as follow up on this request.  If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer McBroom, LHWG Coordinator at 457-8584 or at jmcbroom@lccountymt.gov. 


Sincerely,



Matt Norberg, LHWG Chair
Address block
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