Lake Helena Watershed Restoration Planning - Fact Sheet

What is a Watershed Restoration Plan?
A Watershed Restoration Plan lays out a community-supported strategy to protect and restore water quality. The plan identifies community goals and prioritizes activities in a watershed context. Existing documents identify causes and sources of water quality concerns in the Lake Helena Watershed, as well as the pollutant reductions necessary to meet water quality standards, and how those reductions can be attained. Outside of permitted wastewater discharges, these water quality goals are generally achieved by voluntary implementation of identified “best management practices” or BMPs. 

What areas are affected by the Lake Helena Watershed Restoration Plan?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Lake Helena Watershed Planning Area is located in Lewis and Clark and Jefferson counties, within the Upper Missouri River Basin. This area is approximately 402,000 acres (620 square miles) including the watersheds of Silver, Tenmile, and Prickly Pear Creeks and Lake Helena.  The headwaters of these streams lie within the mountainous and forested lands of the Helena National Forest, along the Continental Divide to the west and the Elkhorn Mountains to the south.  The streams flow east and north into and through the Helena Valley to Lake Helena and the Missouri River. Lake Helena was formed through the flooding of an extensive wetlands area formed by the convergence of Silver, Tenmile and Prickly Pear Creeks. Some streams in the watershed are impaired, meaning they don’t fully support their uses because water temperature and concentrations of sediment, metals, and nutrients are too high (see map -- reverse).

Why is the Restoration Plan important to the Lake Helena Watershed?
Water is essential for everyone who lives, does business, or recreates in the Lake Helena Watershed. We depend on water for crops and livestock, fish and wildlife, boating, swimming, hunting, and fishing.  We thrive on a reliable supply of clean, safe, drinking water. The Lake Helena Watershed Restoration Plan will establish a framework for protecting these beneficial uses, which are key to preserving our economic vitality and quality of life.  

Without a good plan in place to protect and restore our water, this vital resource is likely to suffer additional pollution from our daily activities on the landscape. For example, silt from roads and fields is carried into Tenmile and Prickly Pear Creeks, harming fish and filling in pools. Continued inputs of nitrogen and phosphorus from wastewater treatment plans, septic systems, fertilizers and livestock will add to algal blooms and low dissolved oxygen in Prickly Pear Creek and Lake Helena. Cattle and pets contribute to pathogens in water that our children swim in. High nitrate concentrations in groundwater from septic systems can increase drinking water treatment costs. 

The Watershed Restoration Plan provides a framework for our community to identify the highest priority and most cost-effective actions to protect our water, now and in the years to come.  The planning process offers an opportunity to leverage additional resources to address watershed goals through formation of collaborative partnerships and an action plan to access outside funding sources. 

How will the Lake Helena Watershed Restoration Plan be developed?
The Lewis & Clark County Water Quality Protection District and the Lake Helena Watershed Group are collaborating with other stakeholders in the watershed to produce a Watershed Restoration Plan. We are seeking ideas from citizens, businesses, and governments to help us identify and prioritize water quality improvement activities to meet water quality goals. The project is being funded by the Montana DEQ to meet EPA requirements and will be completed by April 2014.

How can I learn more & get involved?
Contact Jennifer McBroom (457-8584 or jmcbroom@lccountymt.gov) for more information or to add your name to the mailing list for periodic updates and public meeting notices.

Go online to our website: http://www.lccountymt.gov/health/water-quality/restoration-plan.html.  Here you can find links to documents completed in previous phases:  Framework Water Quality Restoration Plan and Total Maximum Daily Loads for the Lake Helena Watershed Planning Area: Volume I—Watershed Characterization and Water Quality Status Review and Volume II – Final Report.


DEQ Listed Impaired Water Bodies within the Lake Helena Watershed
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