COULD YOUR
MONTANA HOME
SURVIVE A

WILDFIRE?

Produced by the Tri-County Fire Working Group



Ira fire is burning i the wildlands near your home,
i & very possible the fire will come yvour way. A
wildfire & few mifes away can, under certain croum-
flances, reach your property in a matber of a2 few
hours or less. But. a good fudbreak removes fued
from a spreading wildfine, sdowing the fire enough
lor firefighters to take suppression action.

i you landscape properly, you can have a fire-safe

and aftraciive bome, et remember that grass,
brush, small trees, low branches, and Bmbs ane fuels
that carry a grouns fine up the sides of a house, If
vou don't make your howse and property fine-safe,
you could be defenseless. Clear your property. of
debris and fire-proof your house. and you'll have a
mich safer place 1o live.

ar mare information or help,
contact your local wikiand
of struciural fire agency,

The Tri-County
Fire Working Group

#ﬂl’m] Teu can help Amarien =0
At shisaster

= reutni Couvtuniies )
Fow mave enfprmation on widires and

prodeching your home. oheck oot the
andormiation of @ www. firewise, org



IF YOU COLULD KEEP YOUR
HOME FROM BLIRNING, YOU
WOULD. WOLEDN'T YOU? BY
FOLLOWING THE SUGGESTIONS
IN THIS PAMPHLET, YOU CAN
HELP PROTECT NOT ONLY YOUR
HOME. BUT ALSO THE PRECIOUS
FOREST OR GRASSLANDS THAT
SURROUND IT.

5 long as there are wildlands, thene will be wild

fires. [Fne plays a natural role in the ecology of
forests and rangelands, and homeowners should ex
pect fire 1o ocour in their neighboring wildlands.
When you build vour home i the interface — the
ared wlere waldland Tuels msesl o' ruiry 2ei1le
mends — your should design and landscape with fire
galely in mind, I vou build adjacent to range ans
forested Tancls and you do net provide any kind of
fuelbreak, your bome coild be nothing mere than
ackfitional (uel 1o be consumed vy the fire. But, yau
can Lake messures 1o redece risk and make your
home Gre-safe. Don't let your homme be a statisticl

s recent fires in the Tri-Cownty Area 2

resulted in private property being desireved,

avacuations, and homes threatemad, When
aitel whore sll the pest fine strke?

Buck Smart Fire (2000): Canyon Ferey Lake,
[ 4.500 seres, lusnareased

Canve Gulch Fre [2000): MNE ol Helena, 39,200
acred, husnan-csaded

High Ore Road & Boulder Hill Fires {2000
1050304 & 2,600 acres, cause urkndm

Litzle Hellgate Fire (19995 100 acres, arson.
caued

Hauser Dam Fire [1289); Canyon Ferey Lake,
220 acres, L'J||||ﬁﬁrc-r.1||md

Willowr Creek Fire (1997):  Augusta, 2000
acres, debuis burmmg-cansed

Lower Coxey Fre (199585 Morth end Canyen
Ferry Lake, 425 acres, camplire-caused

Angus Fire (1996): Broadwaier Counny, 3, |00
aches. D-:'_|'-I||i||.-_.':-|.'.1|.|su|!

Cavern Fire (19965 Lewis and Clark Caverns,
180 acres, ciparetie-caused

Indian Creek (19955 Toonmsend, 50 acres,
campilirecanigsd

Valley #1 Fire {1994 Helerna Valley, 30 acres,
lirpdvarkscaused

Dearbom River (1993): 1,300 aoes, debris
I:lumin[;-._';m;cnli

Bearfooth (1990 Beartooth Game Eange,
33,000 acres, started from a camp stave



hese suggestions are only a few

of a much more specific list of
things you can do to make your home
fire-safe. When you live in the wild-
land interface of Montana, this infor-
mation applies to you.

ou might also help yourself out by
following these recommendations:

% Kiep rakes, hoes, aves, and shovels handy Tar
uge i fighting a small fire around your homse

b

. Plan a fire escape roule 1o safe areas, such as
meadews, rock outerops, and wide roads,

LN

» Talk to your peighbors so they 8 leam how 1o
reduce risk and become fire-sale oo, Helplul
mdormation can spread even faster than a fire.

Fu:lr those of you planning to build
your home in the wildlands, you
should consider a few fire prevention
suggestions when selecting a site and
when building. Consider these guide-
lines before you complete the plans
for your new home:

|| Avoid lots on dead-end roads and wilh poor
BC0es3.

]. It & best not 1o build in a gully or ravine.

3. If the land en which vou are budlding shopes,
you'll need more than a 30t "salely zone™
on the bower side. Hre troneds sbaeen tinses faster
uphill than deownlll

4. Develop a water source, such as 3 small peied,
cigtern, wel, or bydrant. If the electricity faifs,
a gasoline-pavwered water pump would be a home
saver, Don't forget the hoses and nozzles!

5. Have power fines mstalled wdergroursd.

6. Construct your roof out of fire-resiEtant material,
Fovorl wood shinghes

7. Buid a water slandpipe iy Trom your hones,
and keep a hose avaifable.



MIJI!.I..'II‘I..'I 7 l.':-.'|;|-|_'n|.'1'||:i|1|:|r ]
increase in vwikddire-

related destruction and
evacuations of
homes boecause
mare poople ane
Eving in the
mierface, This
desire to build
O SCenRC die
in Montana's
sviliflands rosuls
in a combination
of resiclential properties

mtermingled with highly [Remmable vepelation.
Whin |:-|n:|-p||,' bl B o L'||h;|s-|.'.'|p:' property,
they seldom consider the threat of fire. And, as
mare people are attracted to Montana'’s forests
amd prairies, the probablity of destractive fire
mcreases

As an werbany' msral wildland  dweller, you can
redisce misk and begin 10 make your Bome fire
sale by following certain guiddnes:

YOUR PROPERTY

I. Create a galety rone aroumsd your home by
koepling weeds, pine needizs, and debris 10 feel
from your home and by clearing brush back at
least 30 feer, Trees should be indvachantly spaced
within a distance equal to the height of the two
tallest trees arcand your home.  Prume trees in
this arca Lo a leipht of 10 feet. I your home =
on & slope, the “safety zone” should be Lirger
than 30 leel.

BEFORE

# Thn and peune trees.

#+ Mo prass and remove brush,

+ Mone finswood away from houge.

& Chean leavies fram roof and rain gutter.
# Screen chimneys and mcinerators.,

#+ Comstruct reof out of fire-resistant
imaterial; avoid wood shingles.




2. Keep tree bronches at keast 13 feet away from
chimneys or stovepepes,

3. Stack firewood an a contour aw ay from buikfings.
Keep kindling in 2 separate phace.

4. Make sure branches are not pouching powur hines,

9. Remove forest siash and debris from your
property.

6. Digplay vour name and house menber in frong
ol youir properly o assizl lmelighlers in locating
yaur home.

7. Make sure your driveway is spacicus enaugh
for fire vehicles. Prowvide a second way oul or
an altermale escape roufe.

8. Clear 3 |0-foot area drounsl your barbecue a
put a metal screen over the grill.

g. Provide a non-combuestible container for hot
ashes away from struciures and segelation,
Mever stone ashes in combustible bags or bowes
in or near your loee,

YOUR HOUSE

I Wse fireresistant materials such as asphalt or
fiberglass shingles on vour rool, [T you ingist
on shake or wood shingle roofing, wse the
pressure-ireabed fype, Existing, unireated wood
roofmg should be treated every two 10 three
years with fine retardant (o maintain salety.

2 Keep your roof and gutters clear of pane needles
and beaves.

3. Equip your chimney or stovepipe with a mesh
spark arresler.

4. Enclose overhanging decks and open foundations
to keep out hot embers, [Fire metal soneen is

sufficient.}

5 « Install a fine sereen over all venis o keep emibers

it

B. Clean vour storage arca. Keep flanmabde liquids

i unbreakatde containers,

7. Install smoke detectons.



I a fire &5 burning in the wildlands near your home,

it B very possible the fire will come your way. A
wildfine a few miles away can, under cortaen cinguim-
stamces, reach your property in a matter of a few
hours or less. Bul, o good fuelleak removes fud
from a spreading wildfire, slowing the fire enough
for flirefighters 10 1ake suppression action.

1 you landscape propery, you can have a fire-safe

and attractive home. Just remember that grass,
brush, small trees, kow branches, and limbs are fuels
that camry a grownd fire up the sides of 2 house, 1T
you don’'t make your house and property fire-safe.
you could be defenseless.  Clear your property of
debris and fine-prood your howse. and you'll have a
miucle safer place 10 fve.

or neare information or help,
contast your becal wildland
or strercturad fire agency.

The Tri-County
Fire Working Group
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